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According to a study released March 5 in Caracas (Venezuela) by the Latin American Economic
System (SELA), government officials throughout the region are concerned about the "insufficient"
attention to Latin American interests thus far displayed in the on-going Uruguay Round of world
trade talks. The Uruguay Round was initiated in September 1986 by member nations of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in Punta del Este, Uruguay. On March 9-11, representatives
of SELA nations are scheduled to meet at the organization's Caracas headquarters to discuss results
of the first phase of the Uruguay Round, and to prepare the elements of a "regional position" to be
presented during the next phase of the talks. The 98-page SELA report is to be formally presented at
the meeting. The report observes that although the first phase of the Uruguay Round has proceeded
smoothly, "the orientation of the negotiations has not contributed to the reestablishment of an
agreement free of discrimination, nor toward preventing a return to protectionism." (Basic data from
AFP, 03/05/88)
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